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THE KINDERGARTEN
AS AN INFLUENCE IN MODERN CIVILIZATION.
Coming fresh from the Old World, after a
summer spent in conference and consultation
with some of its best thinkers and bravest
workers in the educational field, I am inclined
to study civilization more as a whole than to
dwell upon our particular phase of it.
If we would know where we stand, and the
real value of what we are doing, we must
have some definite knowledge of what has
gone before, of how the world has advanced
out of barbarism into its present semi-civil-
ization, for we stand as yet upon the border-
land of things which are to be.
Every broken tower and tumble down wall
of feudal castle, every great picture gallery,
with its thousands of pictures dating from the
early drawings of the catacombs down to the-
modern landscape painters, every grandly
majestic, though now nearly deserted cathe-
dral, are each and all but letters, fragments
of sentences, from the time-stained pages of
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the history of civilization. They are steps
ail of them, but steps to what? Beautiful
and full of interest as they are, their chief
value to the thinker lies in tracing the ten-
dencies indicated by them.
We cannot understand the present without
some knowledge of the past. Civilization
has its evolution as self-evident as is the evolu-
tion declared by science. If the effort of
the earnest soul is to count for much, it must
stop now and then, to ask the questions,—Out
of what have we grown > What are we now do
ing? What does this present line of work mean
for the future.!' In all provinces of the world's
activity this question should be asked, but most
emphatically is it needed in the field of educa-
tion. Unless we can understand the evolution
of educational thought we cannot rightly value
the efforts of to-day; we cannot wisely distin-
guish between the incidentals and the essentials
of our work. Education is no longer consid-
ered a process by means of which facts may
he accumulated, but all thoughtful teachers
tiow look upon it as a preparation for
life. Knowledge, no matter of what kind,
is, in reality, a tool or instrument put into
the hand of the youth or maiden in order that
he or she may obtain mastery over the affairs
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of life, and enter the more easily into the
great realm of spiritual living. Of course,
there are necessarily conflicting opinions as
to what tools are of the most importance in
equipping the young for life's struggles but to
the large majority of thinking educators the
school days of a child are but a means, not
an end. A close connection is now shown to
exist between the training which teaches a
child to think rationally or irrationally, and
the thinking which he does in after life. The
world is awakening to the realization that
what we lead the child to be interested in
during childhood and youth, has a prepondera-
ting influence on his pursuits in after life. As
we have come face to face with the fact that
not only the muscles of the body which are
used in early life become the strong muscles
of the man or woman, so too the tendencies
of mind and heart created at this period
become the marked tendencies in after
life. Such a view of education is necessarily
changing many of the opinions formerly held
as to the importance of certain branches of
study.
Again in the field of philanthropy, the wisest
reformers are beginning to plead, not so much
for assistance in helping this or that case of
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need, but for aid in checking the sources of
the evil. The hungry must still be fed, the
sick visited, and the homeless sheltered, but
the friend of humanity, who thinks as well
as loves, no longer stops with these much-
needed services. He asks, " W/if is there so
much poverty in this land of plenty.?" " M^Aj/
has intemperance so strong a hold upon noble
and generous natures.?" "Why does the dis-
ease of gambling eat cancer-like into the very
heart of honor and uprightness?" "How can
we save our ignorant girls from ruin.?" "How
can we build up a pure manhood in the hearts
of our boys.?" Such questions indicate that
there is a fast growing realization of a close
connection between some hidden cause and
the constantly recurring manifestation of
these evils.
Again, in the world of religion, we feel that
the vital relationship between the creed pro-
fessed and the life lived, is being pressed closer
and closer home to our consciences. A sig-
nificant story is told of an argument which
once took place between a Greek bishop and
an American clergyman at Constantinople.
After having spent some time in a contro-
versy concerning their distinctive creeds the
American clergyman threw out some allusion
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to certain dissolute habits of the Eastern
bishop. In a moment the prelate was furi-
ously angry. Throwing upon the table the
roll of manuscript which he held in his hand
he exclaimed, "That, sir, is my creed, you
have to do with that alone; it is without flaw
from first to last. With my life, sir, you have
nothing whatever to do."
Little by little this close and logical connec-
tion of cause and effect, effect and cause is com-
pelling us to admit that we cannot consistently
pray, "OurFather, who art in heaven" without
admitting that the words include an acknowl-
edgment of the fact that we have brothers and
sisters here below. If God is our Father then
man is our brother and should be treated ac
cordingly. There is no escaping this conclusion.
In whatever direction we may look whether
it be the field of the world's material activities,
into the realm of its intellectual forces, into
the depth of its spiritual struggles we are be-
ginning to see everywhere the great law of
Dontinuity at work. The dawning realization
of this great law is beginning already to work
important changes in every direction. What
will be the result when each child is trained
to see it and to rejoice in it, as fully as he now
knows and delights in the sunshine. This is
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the great central truth of the kindergarten.
Its chief aim is to develop by means of work
and play, of song and story, of plant and
picture the opening mind to feel, to know,
to love, to reverence and obey this mightiest
law in life. Froebel calls it, "The Unity of
Life." All through his writings we find him
urging this great thought upon the mother
and kindergartner. In recent conversations
with his immediate disciples and personal
friends, I find they all agree that this was his
central thought, the unity of life, the law of
continuity, how to teach the child from the
beginning of his existence to realize that all
things are connected, how to lead him to
this vital truth from his own observation of
his pot of plants or garden-bed, that his
flowers droop and fade if they are not watered,
that his blocks tumble down if they are not
built up solidly, that each child must stand
on the line to make the perfect circle. By
the constantly recurring experiences of his lit-
tle life he is led to know that all effects have a
cause and to accept this fact as a matter of
course. Again, in his logically planned hand
work he learns to know that points joined to-
gether make lines; that lines multiplied make
surfaces; that surfaces repeated make solids.
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Thus through every fact in the material
world, through every experiment which his own
small hands make, he learns that there are no
isolations in the world, until, little by little,
there grows up within him, not only a philo-
sophic and rational view of his own life, but
also the deep and abiding realization that if
there is a God in the universe there must be
some connection between his divine nature
and us; that there must be some spark of
that divine within each human soul, else there
can be no real connection between the spirit
of God and the spirit of man, and the law of
continuity manifested in all other things in
creation is here violated. Thus the great truth
declared in the opening pages of revelation
that, "God made man in his own. image" is
reaffirmed by this philosophic argument. If
this deep and significant thought were clearly
grasped, and what it means for the future
activities and aspirations of man there would
be no further questioning as to the claims of
the kindergarten to be an essential part of
the world's advancing civilization.
Let us remember that we are to train the child
from the first years of his life, through his
every activity, with that great truth in mind. It
is to this work that you, as students of the
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kindergarten system, have come ; first to pre-
pare yourselves and then to prepare the little
children intrusted to you. Yon are to look upon
all life as an opportunity for the development
of the divine side of man, proved by the law of
continuity as well as declared by the scriptures.
Let us open wide every window of the soul
that divine grace may pour in and flood with
its resplendent light the humblest worker, the
most obscure life among us, so that the most
common-place drudgery of our homes or our
kindergartens becomes a grand and helpful
work, because it is a factor in the upbuilding
of man's highest nature. As this thought is
deepened by our daily experiences we realize
more and more what an influence the kinder-
garten is in our advancing civilization.
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